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NOTES FROM A VOLUNTEER —
DISTRICT GOVERNOR RON BARBER

AUGUST 2004
Lion   Georgia  and  I had  a  fantastic  time  at  the  International Convention in Detroit/Windsor.
I survived  the Governor’s  Training then was able to enjoy the formal “graduation” dinner,
numerous receptions,  the international parade (lasting three hours), seminars, pin trading, the
Ohio Breakfast,  and, finally, installation  as your District Governor.  It is my heart’s desire to
faithfully serve and I look forward to enjoying this year by serving with you and getting to know
you better.

While attending the Governor’s training, each attendee was asked to complete and sign a contract
with Lions Clubs International.  The criteria covered fulfilling President Kusiak’s Goals, as well
as, the District Governor’s Elect Goals.  The contract could include Youth Programs; Building
Membership; Practicing the Art of Recognition, Club Extension; Promoting Community Service
Projects and Public Relations.  I wrote in the space provided “Whatever it Takes”.  LCI will mail
each Governor a copy of their contract in January 2005 as a reminder of the commitment.

 The District has the services of two Chaplains:  The primary chaplain, Lion Dave White, is in
Region Two, Chillicothe.   Lion Ken Woleab, Region One, Belfast, is the second one.  To
arrange for a Memorial Service, contact Lion Dave White.  Phone:  (740) 772-6082, e-mail:
trotline@horizonview.net.  If Lion Dave is unavailable, please contact the Governor; Vice
Governor, or Deputy Governor in that order, and they will help arrange a service with the
alternate Chaplain.      Because the Directory has not yet been completed, Club Secretaries,
please note:

I. Information for Club Secretary’s filing of reports.

    MMR (Monthly Membership Report)    (3 copies) send to:

• LCI at Oakbrook, IL (Lions Clubs International, 300 22nd St., Oak Brook, IL 60523
• District Governor Ron Barber, PO Box 326, Leesburg, OH 45135

E-mail: ronbarber@direcway.com
• Club secretary’s file

   MAR  (Monthly Activity Report)   (4 copies) send to:

• District Governor Ron Barber,  PO Box 326, Leesburg, OH 45135
                    E-mail:  ronbarber@direcway.com
• Region Chairman (The club sends their report to their region chairman)

Region 1—DDG Jay Carey,  635 Albin Ave., Washington C.H. OH 43160
Email: jcarey@ameritech.net

               Region 2—VDG Chris Homer, 810 2nd Ave., Gallipolis, OH 45631
             Email: caegle@yahoo.com

         (See map on next page to locate what region your club is in

• Your Zone Chairman 
• Your club secretary’s file

(Zone Chairpersons and map on next page.)

In closing,
Wishing you and yours the very best of everything and enjoy the rest of the summer.

                                                                                                                  Lion Ron
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ZONE CHAIRPERSONS  FOR 13-J —2004-2005

Zone 1/Region 1 (Beavercreek, Bellbrook,  Bellbrook Lioness,  Fairborn, Jamestown,  *Spring Valley,
Yellow Springs,  Xenia)       Dave Jordan (Mary), 799 Murray Hill Drive, Xenia, OH 45385; (937) 372-
4774

Zone 2/Region 1 (Bloomingburg,  Good Hope,  *Jeffersonville,  Port  William, Sabina, Washington C.H.,
Washington CH Lioness, Wilmington, Wilmington Lioness)

Jim Downing (Kay), 241 Woodsview Drive, Jeffersonville, OH 43128; (740) 426-6113;
scooper@ameritech.net 

Zone 3/Region 1 (Greenfield, Hillsboro, Hillsboro Leos, *Leesburg, Lynchburg, Martinsville, New Vienna)

Charles Newland (Jay), 12900 Barger Road, Leesburg, OH 45135; (937) 780-6204;
CNJnewland@yahoo.com

Zone 4/Region 1 (Aberdeen,  Georgetown,  Lake  Waynoka,  Manchester,  *Mt. Orab,  Peebles,  Peebles
Lioness, Ripley, Ripley Leo, Sardinia-Mowrystown, Sardinia-Mowrystown Lioness, Seaman, West Union)

 Elaine Newberry (PID Floyd), 24 Wagon Wheel Circle, Sardinia, OH 45171

Zone 5/Region 2 (Chillicothe Evening, Chillicothe Evening Lioness, *Circleville, Frankfort, New Holland,
Piketon, Waverly) Ken Hardesty, P O Box 832, Circleville, OH 43113; (740) 477-1671

Zone 6/Region 2 (Beaver, Gallipolis, *Jackson, Jackson Lioness, Minford, Vinton County, Wellston)

John Lloyd (Deborah), 201 Redondo Drive, Jackson, OH 45640

Zone 7/Region 2 (Chesapeake,  Coal  Grove,  Ironton,  *Portsmouth,  South Point,  South Webster,

             Wheelersburg)  Louis Teufel (Alma), 115 Anita Avenue, McDermott, OH 45652; (740) 259-5205
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MY FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

     I just returned from our International Convention held in Detroit/Windsor.  I went up with
District 13-D on a tour bus and they made me feel right at home.  By the time we got there, I
knew everyone on the bus.  I never met a stranger.  I do want to thank District 13-D for all their
hospitality.  We had a blast!  This was the first time I attended an International Convention.  I was
really amazed of all the educational experiences and enthusiasm that I received from the
convention.  I got to meet people from all over the United States and all over the world.  It was
great to get ideas of how other Lions in the world help people that are less fortunate.
      I have been told in the past that the Lions International Parade of Nations is really something
to see.  I was totally amazed!  It was better than the Macy’s Parade.  To see all of the countries of
the world in their native costume and some entertaining with their native dance, was really
something to see.  If you ever get a chance to see a Lions International Parade, you won’t be
disappointed.  The Ohio Lions Band did an outstanding job.  There were people on the route
clapping and dancing right with them.  In my eyes, they were the best band in the parade.  Great
job!!  We, in 13-J, were very fortunate to had seven members in the band.  They told me that they
had an awesome time.
     It is time for our first round of Zone meetings already.  Looking forward to seeing everyone
and meeting the officers of our district clubs.  Remember that Zone meetings are not just for the
officers but for every Lion, Lioness, and Leo.  So, come all to the summer zone meetings.          I
look forward to meeting Region 2 clubs this year.  If you would happen to need anything or have
suggestions, please let me know.  Either e-mail me or call me.  I am here for you.  That goes for
Region One, also.

MERL-COW

MERL-COW is a new “word” that is not familiar to all of you in 13-J, but to Lions in general,
only the first part rings a bell.  The COW part is very important, also.  Campus clubs are going to
start forming this year.  Orientation is really important and the Women’s Imitative is really
starting to kick off.  The term refers to a committee Chaired by the VDG (that explains this
column), and composed of the following chairpersons—each of whom also leads a very important
part of the team.

M is membership—PID Floyd Newberry, DDG Jay Carey, and Ken Hardesty
E is extension — PDG John Smith, DDG Jay Carey, and Ken Hardesty
R is retention — PDG Bob Richmond
L is leadership — PDG Norm Cupps, PDG Curtis Fleisher, and PDG Bill Shondel
C is Campus Clubs — VDG Chris Homer
O is orientation — Every President
W is women’s imitative — Lion Debbie Lloyd

Your Zone Chairpersons are also members of MERL-COW.

     We are charged with leading our district in each of the areas listed above, helping each other
and always working for stronger, healthier clubs.  As a group, we know the people of our District
can share insight and history with the MERL-COW team.
     For the next few years, we hope to encourage individuals and clubs to WORK and PLAY
together.  Doing things with our fellow Lions helps us to recognize the efforts and talents of
Lionism.  This encourages us to become healthier clubs with the future.

Lion VDG Chris

From the Heart of Romeo, VDG Chris Homer
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Where is the summer of 2004 disappearing to so rapidly?  I certainly hope all Lions, Lionesses, and Leos are
enjoying this summer with vacations to favorite places, picnics and family gatherings or just sitting on the porch
and sniffing the roses.
Some clubs take a summer break while others maintain a busy schedule of activities.  After a somewhat busy June
with officer installations and a few new member inductions for me, I have been busy developing my schedule of
visitations and activities for the coming months.  The month of August will start off for Carol and me as we help
judge the Little Mr. and Miss Gallia County event in Gallipolis during the Gallia County Fair.  Later in the month
is parade time in the wonderful community of Bellbrook.
In mid-July, we delivered about 1,800 pairs of used eyeglasses, many with cases, to the Ohio State School of
Optometry.  The Beavercreek Lions accounted for 1,500 of these, while other clubs contributing were: Washington
Lions, Jeffersonville Lions, Good Hope Lions, and many individuals.  On behalf of the many vision-impaired people
who will benefit from your effort, thanks to the many Lions, Lionesses, Leos, and communities.
August will be an important time for all clubs in the district as we convene the first series of Zone Meetings.  These
meetings are designed for the clubs in each zone to come together and hear new information and ideas which will
assist them in being better prepared to enhance their status and conduct beneficial projects for their communities.
Plans are underway to present some very good ideas and suggestions that each club can take back home and
incorporate into their programs.  In order to obtain this material, each club should be represented by their
president and secretary and any additional officers and members who can come.  Each meeting will be a dinner
meeting with lots of good food followed by the evening’s program.  The schedule of Zone meetings is listed
elsewhere in the newsletter.   Please mark down your zone’s date and time — get your club group together —-
make reservations —- and come—-YOUR CLUB WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED!!!
Have a good August —- we will see you in our travels —-GO BUCKS!!!

         DDG Jay

****************************************************************************************************************

NOTICE—E-MAIL ADDRESSES!!!!!
A  good  many  club  officers  in  District  “J”  (i.e.:   president,  secretary,  and  treasurer)  do  not  have  an  e-mail
address.   If there is someone in your club that has e-mail and is willing to receive and send e-mail for the   club,
please   send   their  name   and  e-mail   address   to   the  District   Governor  Ron  Barber  (E-mail:
ronbarber@direcway.com) or to Webmaster PDG Norman Cupps (E-mail:  ncupps@adelphia.net).  This will be a
savings  in  dollars  and will  improve  communications  over  phone  and U.S.  postage.   Your  cooperation will  be
greatly appreciated.

**********************************************************************************************************
USA/CANADA LIONS LEADERSHIP FORUM—RENO, NEVEDA

Every Lions Club Member is welcome and encouraged to attend the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum, which
is held during September each year at various locations.  This is one of several forums held around the world and is
intended to provide motivation, training for increased responsibility in leadership and fellowship across a large
geographic area.  The seminars are excellent and the speakers are world class.
 Future Forums are planned as follows:

The 28th Annual — September 9-11, 2004 —-Reno, Nevada
The 29th Annual — September 2005 — Peoria, Illinois
The 30th Annual — September 2006 — Columbus, Ohio

Currently, serving as District 13-J USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum Representative and Liaison with the
Multi-District 13 Committee, I will be available with brochures and the application/registration for this years
Forum and will be most pleased to share more information with you or your club.  We are collecting data on
individuals who are willing to volunteer to serve in support of the 2006 Columbus Forum.  Can you help?  Contact
Lion Charles R. Newland, 12900 Barger Rd., Leesburg, OH 45135 or call (937) 780-6204 or E-mail
cnjnewland@yahoo.com.
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CANINE COMPANIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE
Fellow Lions,
     Let me introduce myself.  My name is Lion Mark Kisamore.  Lion Governor Ron asked me to be the
District Trustee for Lions Project for Canine Companions for Independence (LPCCI).  I am looking forward
to serving District 13J as Trustee for this worthy project.  I would also like to extend an invitation to come
to any  club and talk to the membership about this wonderful organization.  I can be contacted at 937-763-
8808, by e-mail at mkisamore@cinci.rr.com, or by mail at P. O. Box 505, Leesburg, OH 45135.
     LPCCI  was  founded  in  1975  with  the  principle of   “enhancing  the  lives of  people with disabilities
by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships”.  I am
asking all clubs in District 13J to become Club Members.  A club membership is an annual donation to
LPCCI in the amount of $100 for clubs with 0-20 members, $150 for clubs with 21-40 members, $200 for
clubs with 41-60 members, $250 for clubs with 61-80 members, and $300 for clubs with more than 80
members.  Thanks for your support!!        I look forward to hearing from everyone.

Lion Mark Kisamore
LPCCI Trustee
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************************************************************************************
NOTICE:  EMERGING LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE OFFERED

    The Emerging Lions  Leadership Institute  for  Lions  in the USA will  be  offered in Oak Brook,
Illinois, November 11-15, 2004.   It is a valuable opportunity to build on skills that enhance the
leadership qualities at the club level, particularly the position of club president.
     This institute is designated as an Emerging Lions Leadership Institute and is targeted to Lions
in good standing with eight years or less of membership who have successfully served on a club
committee and who have not yet attained the level of club president.  Charter club presidents are
also eligible for this institute.
     If you do not have access to a website, you can contact District Governor Ron Barber by phone,
((937) 780-6140) or U. S. Mail (P. O. Box 326, Leesburg, OH 45135) for the application form and
instructions.
     All eligible Lions are urged to apply for this educational opportunity.  The institute will not only
increase your knowledge of Lionism, it will also help develop ones skills, i.e., leadership,
communications and relationships, time management, etc.

************************************************************************************
DISTRICT-F INVITES DISTRICT-J TO 2ND ANNUAL FOOTBALL KICKOFF DINNER

The Columbus Northern Lions Club is having its Second Annual Football Kickoff Dinner and they
have requested that we put this in our newsletter.  It will be Wednesday, September 1, 2004 at
6:30PM (Social) 7:00PM (Dinner) at the Holiday Inn on the Lane, 328 West Lane Avenue,
Columbus, OH.  The MC will be Dave Meatzold, Sports Caster for Channel 4 NBC News and the
Speaker will be Dee Miller, former Ohio State University wide receiver.  The cost is $30.00 per
person including the dinner.  There will be a silent auction with many items to bid upon.  For
tickets contact any Columbus Northern Lions Club member or Lion Frank Williams, 614-263-5778;
Lion Jerry Buck, 614-891-6983; Lion Bruce Farley, 614-294-4848.
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    The 87th International Convention was held on July 5th thru July 9th in Detroit/Windsor, where Lions Club
became International.   On July 9th, Clement Kusiak was installed as the 88th Lions Club International
President.  He belongs to the Baltimore/Brooklyn Lions Club, Maryland, USA.  The Theme for 2004-2005 is
“Share Success Through Service”.  We can do this by sharing our success and achievements through
recognition and enthusiasm.  We are encouraged by the new International President to focus on youth
programs like the Leo program, eye screening in the schools, and the Peace Poster Contest.  Share the Success
with membership gains.  Share the Success through the art of recognition.  Be prompt with thank yous.  Share
your intentions and dreams for future projects as well as your successes.  Success consists of being and doing.
Our goal as lions is to enable others to live healthier, happier, more successful lives.
          There were 4,119 delegates plus 475 alternate delegates certified for a total of 4,594 voting delegates.
These delegates voted to elect all the international officers and directors and one constitutional amendment.
The International Directors constitutional areas consist of one from India, one from Australia/New Zealand &
South Pacific Islands, two from Europe, three from the Orient/SE Asia, two from South Central
America/Caribbean, and seven from the USA/Bermuda/Bahamas.
     The 2nd International Vice President, Jimmy Ross, is from Texas.  He certainly had an enormous amount of
support from his Texas Lions.  They hosted a cookout and extended an invitation for all to attend.  (Note:  The
food and hospitality were wonderful!!!!)
     This is just a brief beginning of the convention highlights.  More to follow in next month’s newsletter.

Lion Debbie Lloyd
President, Jackson Lions Club

  The opening of the convention with the presentation of the flags from all the nations was just as beautiful as
ever.  Even though I have seen it several times, it still is one of the highlights of the Convention.  “Old Glory”
and the Canadian flag were center stage as the convention was hosted by both the US and Canada.  Seeing the
flags of all these nations represented in a peaceful setting at these troublesome times was very impressive.
Lions from all nations gathered together for the common cause of Lionism.  We greeted each other in the
Convention Center, hotels, sidewalks, restaurants, the “people mover”, etc. and recognized that we all have the
desire to help all people.
   The last day I was waiting for my husband to vote and noticed a lady standing by herself.  Of course, I
noticed her Buckeye Lions vest and asked her to join me at the table where I was sitting.  We were having a
delightful conversation when a Governor-elect’s wife from Mississippi came over to us and gave us one of her
husband’s governor’s pins.  We explained that we did not have any pins to trade but she said that she was to
give the pins away and hoped that we would accept them.  This is just an example of how kind Lions are.  I saw
my new Ohio Lion friend become so excited when a total stranger gave her a pin that she will cherish as a
reminder of her first International Convention.  I encourage all Lions to take the challenge and go to different
places to serve.  Even if the International Convention is out of your realm, try visiting other clubs in your own
district.  It’s amazing all the fun you have, the ideas you come back with, and the new friends you make.

Lion Janice Kisamore
Newsletter Editor
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WHAT’S HAPPENED

• Beavercreek Lions Club collected 1,600 pairs of eyeglasses.
• Bellbrook Lioness has donated a book “Ohio’s Counties” to the   Winter’s Library and

to the Jr. High Library.  Members participate in highway pickup in accordance
with “Clean Greene”.  Bellbrook Lions and Lioness donated checks for
remodeling a room at Greenewood Manor.

• Chillicothe Lions Club was invited to sing at the Paint’s Game on July 27th.  The “First
Ball” was thrown out by the four new Melvin Jones recipients.  Members attended
the July 6th Pony League game between their “Lions” team and the “Elks”.  The
“Lions” team won 14 to 11.  Lion Larry Cox was presented the Lion’s Key Award
for bringing in two new members (brothers count).  Members placed flags
downtown during the July 4th celebration.

• Gallipolis – Two charter members received Melvin Jones Awards.  Congratulations to 
Lion Odie O’Donnell and Lion Hobart Wilson, Jr.!!

• Ironton – Collected 499 pairs of eyeglasses.
       July 20 – Diabetes Awareness Day

             July 31 – Helped assemble new playground equipment for the Opir Don School 
(school for mentally and physically handicapped).  The playground will be for 
community use.

• Jeffersonville Lions provided fireworks to the community for Independence Day 
celebration.

• Lynchburg inducted two (2) new members in June.  They also netted over $700 on a 
placemat fundraiser.

• Martinsville Lions have a Lion family in Iraq.  They encourage you to send a card to 
SSG Kevin Haggerty, JR Eng., 322nd Eng Det., Well Drilling, APO AE 09363.  
Remember him and his company in your prayers.

• Mt. Orab Lions Club inducted eight (8) new members.  The club presented a “Life 
Membership” to Lion Charlie Holt.

• New Holland – Lion Heather Nicole Riley and Lion Dave Scurlock met through Lions, 
fell in love, and were married on July 10th.  Who says that being a Lion doesn’t 
pay off?

• Portsmouth Lions Club inducted one (1) new member in June.  They furnished eye 
exams and eyeglasses for 4 individuals.

• South Webster members were joined by several high school students during their “adopt
a highway” cleanup.  They have collected over 140 pairs of used eyeglasses.

• Vinton County Lions recently collected used eyeglasses on July 2nd.  Anyone donating a 
pair of used glasses receives a roll of Lions Mints.

• Waverly Lions Club inducted two (2) new members in July.
• Wilmington Lions Club presented Lion Bob Holmes with a Melvin Jones Fellowship.

Page 7
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UPCOMING EVENTS

• Bellbrook  Lions/Lioness 58th annual festival is Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, August
19th, 20th, and 21st at Sugarcreek Elementary School in downtown Bellbrook.
Thursday night the Price and Princess Contest will start at 6:30 PM, and the Lions
Queen Contest is at 7:30 PM.  The parade begins at 4:00 PM on Saturday.  Also, on
Saturday delicious barbecue chicken will be served starting at 5:30 PM.  Raffle
tickets are on sale for a 2004 Chevrolet Cavalier (to be given away at 11:30 PM
Saturday night), and a Sylvania 27” color TV, a Sylvania DVD/CD player with remote,
and an RCA Stereo Boom Box AM/FM, CD and Cassette player.  See any club
member to purchase tickets.  There is free parking and no admission charge.

• Chillicothe  Evening – September 18 – Celebrating 80 years of service at the Fellowship Hall of 
the Trinity United Methodist Church, Corner of E. Main and Mulberry Streets, Chillicothe.  
Come One—Come all for a good meal and fellowship!  The speaker is International Director
Gary Brown.  For more information contact PDG Norman Cupps, 129 Old Elm Road, 
Chillicothe  OH 45601, (770) 775-1655, or  ncupps@adelphia.net.

• Fairborn – Sweet  Corn Festival – August 21st and 22nd.

• 13-J CABINET MEETINGS
1ST – Sunday, August 15, 2004 – Home of PID Floyd & Elaine Newberry

1:00 PM Covered dish meal
2:00 PM Meeting

2nd – Sunday, November 14, 2004 – Leesburg United Method Church
2:00 PM Meeting

3rd  – Sunday, February 20, 2005 – Place and time to be announced.

• Zone Meetings:
Zone 1 – Wednesday, August 25, 2004
Zone 2 – Monday, August 30, 2004
Zone 3 – Tuesday, August 31, 2004
Zone 4 – Tuesday, August 17, 2004, 6:30 PM, Lake Waynoka Fitness Center*
Zone 5 – Thursday, August 19, 2004
Zone 6 – Monday, August 23, 2004
Zone 7 – Wednesday, August 18, 2004

*Cost of meal is $7.50 and reservation must be in by August 11th to Chair Elaine Newberry at (937) 446-
3349 or pidfloyd@dragonbbs.com.  Driving instructions are:  Lake Waynoka is located just off US 62
between SR 32 and Russellville.  Turn West on Schwallie Road which becomes Amheim-Ashridge Road.
Enter Lake Waynoka by stopping at the Ranger Station and identifying yourself as a Lion going to a Lions
Zone Meeting.  Proceed North to the “Y” and turn right onto Waynoka Drive.  The Fitness Center & Lodge
are on your right approximately one-eight mile.     It has been mandated that our first Zone meeting be
devoted to the new HEALTHY CLUB INITIATIVE which is designed to help strengthen ALL clubs.  Because
of this, it is especially important that ALL club officers, as well as other interested Lions, attend.

Lion/Lioness Elaine Newberry, Zone 4 Chair




